
Teams As Far As Alaska & Texas Win New DeMarini Bats at the
Jim Sherman/Northwest Champs

By Donna McGuire
Softball News Report

A record 84 teams from nine states and Canada enjoyed mid-80s temperatures
as they battled for 2024 Tournament of Champions berths during the Jim Sherman
Memorial/Northwest Championships in Oregon.

Six teams completed undefeated runs through pool and bracket play during the
July 11-16 event played at parks in Albany and Salem, Oregon. Overall, 23 teams earned
berths to the 2024 Tournament of Champions in Polk County, Florida.

“It went pretty smooth,” said Ron Grassi, the tournament director at the five-field
Wallace Marine Park Softball Complex in Salem. “We had good weather, and the grounds
crew was great as usual.”

Billy Powers, of Salem's Wallace Marine Softball Complex, Receives Appreciation
Award from Senior Softball USA at the 2023 Jim Sherman Memorial/Northwest

Champs.
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Who was Jim Sherman?

Softball News Report
By Nic Francois

     Merritt ‘Jim’ Sherman was an
innovative senior softball player,
tournament director, and was Senior
Softball USA’s first National Umpire
in Chief and Safety Officer.

     Despite these impressive titles
and achievements, anyone who
knew Jim knows that barely
scratches the surface of his story.

     Starting with SSUSA in its
founding, Jim played on W. E. ‘Bill’
Ruth’s team. Bill was the original
President of SSUSA and owner of
ISA.

     As SSUSA and senior ball in
general grew across the United
States, Jim began working for
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Seven teams that entered bracket play seeded first finished as champions,
though it took an “if” game for some of those teams to triumph. Overall, bracket winners
hailed from Oregon, Washington, California, Colorado, Texas and Alaska.

First place teams received one of three all-new DeMarini Bats: The 2023 Paul
Sadler Signature Senior Bat, 2023 Larry Carter Signature Senior Bat, and the 2023 Denny
Crine Signature Senior Bat (bats photoed below, in order). These are our sponsor's newest
bats to hit the market. Special thanks to Jerry Garnett and DeMarini for their support of the
2023 Jim Sherman Memorial/Northwest Championships.

Results:

Women’s 40+ Masters Silver: The third-seeded AAA team Royal-T Real
Estates/LaFlamme Group of Washington defeated top-seeded Ol’ D BYBs of Oregon 17-15
to win the six-team division. Vintage 208 of Idaho nabbed third.

Women’s 50+ Gold: Top-seeded Takin’ Chances, a AAA team from California,
capped a 5-0 tournament with a 18-10 championship game victory over second-seeded
Snap, Crackle, Pop of Washington. Third-seeded West Coast United of California (photo
below) finished third in the five-team bracket.

Men’s 40+ Masters Major Plus: In a best-of-three format featuring two
Washington teams, the NorthWest Legends (photo below) needed three games to defeat
Headcase 31-20, then 27-33, and won 33-28.

SSUSA as an Umpire and then
Tournament Director. Not only did he
excel at these positions, his
presence and hard work ethic
improved the company, making
SSUSA what it still is today.

     Jim was instrumental in creating
SSUSA safety policies. He wrote the
‘First Aid Basics’ page in the
rulebook, just before the table of
contents. He made sure SSUSA had
defibrillators and CPR trained staff at
every tournament. A former
Firefighter, “Jim trained scores of
SSUSA officials, umpires, players
and managers at no charge” for
years before his death, stated in
SSUSA’s Memorial, located on the
message board.

     “Jim Sherman was a gentle
giant,” said Fran Dowell, SSUSA
Executive Director. “Jim took pride in
training all our directors in first aid
CPR training. Jim also helped to
build the first aid kits that we still use
today at the tournaments… We all
benefited from his kindness.”

     Senior Softball USA is still the
only senior softball organization to
have defibs at all tournaments run
by SSUSA. This hard work and
determination for safety led him to
be SSUSA’s first Safety Officer.

     Jim was inducted into Senior
Softball USA’s Hall of Fame in 2009
as player. According to him, stated in
his SSUSA memorial, his proudest
achievement while paying was
winning three consecutive Triple
Grand Slams from 2005 to 2007.

     Jim Sherman passed away on
March 25, 2010, in Kent,
Washington at the age of 71.
According to his original memorial,
he lost “a long and courageous fight
against cancer.” On June 22, 2010,
the first newly named Jim Sherman
Memorial/Northwest Championships
took place in Portland, Oregon.

     Senior Softball USA will continue
to honor him as the namesake for
the Jim Sherman
Memorial/Northwest Championships
and will continue his dedication to
safety in the sport he loved, senior
softball.



Men’s 40+ Masters Major: Top-seeded Simon Homes of Oregon suffered its only
tournament loss in the first championship game, 31-22, before edging Smash It Sports
Northwest of Washington 28-27 in the second game. Dead Ball Out of Washington placed
third in the four-team division.

Men’s 40+ Masters AAA: In a finale featuring two Oregon teams, fourth-seeded
GTR (photo below) defeated third-seeded Style Motors/Integrity Home Loans/Sutton Sign
Solutions 18-12. The Oregon 40s took third in the six-team bracket.

Men’s 50+ Platinum: Vicious Cycle Softball of California went 5-0 overall and
nabbed the 50+ Major TOC berth with a 7-0 forfeit win over Hara’s/Bay Equity/J & R Wood
Products/Rawlings of Washington, which earned the 50+ Major Plus TOC berth. Hara’s
won three one-run elimination games to reach the finals. Cody Staffing/A3 of Washington
finished third in the six-team division.

Men’s 50+ Silver: Fifth-seeded A3/NW50s of Washington knocked off the
bracket’s top two seeds, won the finale 26-15 and earned the 50+ AA TOC berth. Runner-
up All-Quip/SOWC North of Oregon earned the 50+ AAA TOC berth. Hitmen of Idaho
finished third in the six-team division.

Men’s 55+ Silver: Top-seeded D’Amore Law of Washington finished 6-0 overall
and won all three of its bracket games by double-digits. In the title game, it dispatched the
Bend Dirtbags of Oregon 21-4. Third place in the four-team division went to Stars & Stripes
55s of Oregon.

Men’s 55/60+ Platinum: Second-seeded CornerStone of Oregon went 5-0 and
nabbed the 60+ Major Plus TOC berth and the overall division title with a 12-7 victory over
third-seeded Damage NV, which earned the 55+ Major TOC berth. DeMarini/Torch
Eyewear of Oregon took third in the five-team bracket.

Men’s 60+ Major: Top-seeded Precision/Wolfpack of Washington (photo below)
capped a 5-0 tournament with a 25-19 championship victory of the Washington Legends.
The Northwest Yeahoos of Washington finished third in three-team bracket.



Men’s 60+ AAA: The fourth-seeded Tri-State Kings of Alaska (photo below) lost
the first title game 29-12 but nabbed the second 21-16 against top-seeded Chelu of
Oregon. Michael’s Automotive Group of Washington finished third in the four-team bracket.

Men’s 60+ AA: Top-seeded Mike’s Bar & Grill of Washington went 5-0 overall and
won the crown with a 22-17 victory over Spin Tees of Washington. NW Ikaika 60s finished
third in the three-team bracket.

Men’s 65+ AAA: In a battle of Colorado teams, top-seeded Scrap Iron Heavy
Metal defeated second-seeded Scrap Iron Xplosion 17-12 for the championship. Hustlers
of California took third in the five-team bracket.

Men’s 65+ AA: In a tale of two title games, third-seeded Cascade Thunder of
Oregon (photo below) lost the first one 28-11 but won the second 21-4 against Scrap Iron
Rockies of Colorado. East/West Aircraft 65s of Idaho finished third in the six-team bracket.

Men’s 65/70+ Platinum: Playing in the tournament’s largest bracket, Texas Crush
Sixty Fives (photo below) won three elimination games to reach the championship, where
the Crush double dipped Trachsel Auto Body of Oregon 8-7 and 7-0 to earn the 65+ Major
Plus TOC berth. Trachsel earned the 65+ Major TOC berth. North Idaho Softball Club
earned third place in the eight-team bracket.



Men’s 70+ Major: The third-seeded Oregon Crabs lost the first title game 15-12
but won the second 12-10 over Enviro-Vac Marauders of British Columbia, Canada. The
Codgers of Idaho finished third in the three-team bracket.

Men’s 70+ AAA: In a best-of-three format, W.E. Ruth Realty 70 of Washington
(photo below) defeated Spot Bar & Grille of Oregon 22-8 and 22-12.

Men’s 70+ AA: In a best-of-three format involving two Washington teams, Spikes
swept Northwest Silver 12-7 and 20-5.

Men’s 75/80+ Gold: Second-seeded Al’s Sport Shop of California lost the first title
game 10-9 before prevailing 24-17 in the second game against Last Call 75 of Nevada.
Scrap Iron Diamonds finished third in the four-team bracket.

Discounted Rental Cars From Budget
     Flying to a tournament? Carpooling to a tournament but want your own way to

see our host cities? Rent a car from Budget Rent-A-Car.

     Get discounted rental cars from Budget Rent-A-Car by using code: U361485.

     This is a unique code from Budget for our players and teams to better your
tournament experience. Take advantage of this offer during your next out-of-town
tournament!
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